
A N G I E  S M I B E R T  

H O L L I N S U M M E R  2 0 1 4  

Getting Published 101 



S H O R T  F I C T I O N  

N O V E L S   

Q U E S T I O N S  

What We’ll Talk About Today 



F L A S H  F I C T I O N  ( < 1 0 0 0 )  

S H O R T  S T O R I E S *  ( < 7 , 5 0 0 )  

N O V E L L A S *  ( <  4 0 , 0 0 0 )  

Short Fiction 

* Science Fiction Writers of America uses these numbers for award categories. 



Find them… Read them… 

 The Grinder 
(thegrinder.diabolicalplots.com) 

 Poets & Writers Mag 
 (www.pw.org/literary_magazines) 

 Duotrope  (duotrope.com/) 

 Writers Market 
(www.writersmarket.com/) 

 SFWA Qualifying 
Markets  

 (www.sfwa.org) 

 

 

 Get sample copies! 

 Read stories online! 

Research the Markets 

https://duotrope.com/
http://www.writersmarket.com/


Doing Research on Grinder 



Grinder Results 



Cricket’s Listing on Grinder 



Look at Submission Guidelines 

 What kinds of stories are 
they looking for? 

 Is there a deadline? 

 What are the word 
limits?  

 What format (doc, pdf) 
do they accept? 

 Do you need a cover 
letter? 

 What are the response 
times? 

 Do you get paid? 



Format like a pro Include 

 Use a 1” margin on all sides. 

 Do not number the first page. 

 Put your name and contact information at the 
top, centered, on the first page. 

 Put the word count in the top right corner. 

 Put the story’s title, centered in all caps, 
approximately one-third of the way down the 
page from the top margin. 

 Skip a line and write “by” in lowercase, then 
skip another line and put your name in all 
caps.  

 Drop four lines, indent, and begin your story. 

 Double-space the entire text of the story. 

 Put a header at the top of every page (except 
the first) including the title, your last name, 
and page number). 

 Story 

 Cover letter 

 Story info 

 Publishing credits 

Submit your Story 



The Slush Pile 



Publication 



Novels 



Big 5 Everybody else 

 Hachette 

 HarperCollins 

 MacMillan 

 Penguin /Random 
House 

 Simon & 

Schuster 

 

 Mid-sized Houses 

 Flux, Chronicle, 
Workman, Sourcebooks, 
etc. 

 Amazon  

 Imprints such as 47 North, 
Skyscape, Thomas and 
Mercer, etc. 

 Small press 

 

Publishers 



Agent Editor 

 Represents your book 

 Pitches it to editors 

 Negotiates contracts 

 Schmoozes 

 Keeps track of $$ 

 Negotiates foreign, 
film, audio rights, etc. 

 Works for the 
publishing house 

 Makes offer on the 
book. 

 Works with you on 
revisions. 

 Coordinates jacket 
copy, cover, etc. 

 

 

Who’s who 



Research Stalk (not really) 

 Publishers Marketplace 
(www.publishersmarketplace.com) 

 Agent Query 
 (www.agentquery.com) 

 Query Tracker 
(www.querytracker.net) 

 Writers Market 
(www.writersmarket.com) 

 Read their guidelines. 

 Follow them on 
Twitter. 

 Read interviews with 
them on blogs.  

Finding an Agent 



Query Process 

 Select 5-6 agents from your list.  

 Check individual agent’s guidelines. 

 Put together ‘query package’ 
 Query letter (or email) 

 Synopsis (250-300 words) 

 Sample (first 30 pages or three chapters) 

 Submit  

 Wait 

 Send full manuscripts if requested.  

 Wait some more. 

 If no offer, move on to the next agents on your list.  



Do Not 

 Spam agents or editors with queries. 

 Call.  

 Hit up writers you don’t know for referrals. 

 Lose patience with the process. 

 Take rejection personally. 

 



Query Letter 

Pitch the book to the 
agent! 

 

Good Resource: 

Query Shark 
(queryshark.blogspot.com/) 

 



After the Sale! 



What happens after the sale … 

1. Sign contract  

2. Get first half of your advance.  

3. Get a revision letter from your editor. 

4. Revise. 

5. Revise again. 

6. Copy edit. 

7. Review galleys. 

8. Get the ARCs. 

9. Book! 

 



Advice from Garth Nix* 

Read. 

Write. 

Write some more. 

Revise. 

Develop a thick skin. 

Believe in yourself and 
your stories. 

Never give up. 

*From Wofford College Shared Worlds 2013 



Questions? 

You can find me at angiesmibert.com!  


